





President s Message

Summer has finally arrived, and with it the beginning of a new fiscal year. I can’t help but be excited about the
prospects for the upcoming year! At the June Annual Meeting, our congregation approved a growth budget
that will help us reach our vision and mission. The Board has already begun planning and taking steps for
some of the activities required for our growth initiative:

Full-time Ministry - Carla Johnson and I will be working on a new ministerial contract for Rev. Paul.
Securing a loan for $35K - As finance secretary, Paul Nemeth will be heading up this effort. We will
be pursuing endowments from UU Churches as well as banking institutions.

Filling positions for two Religious Education Teachers - A task force led by Lynn Medley will develop
the process to fill these positions, write a job description and the contract.

Hiring a part-time Administrative Assistant (20 hrs/week) - Rev. Paul will be leading a task force for
this effort which includes applying for a Chalice Lighter Grant. A job description and contract will be
developed. We have already begun collected job descriptions from other UU congregations.

The Board and Committee Council will be meeting on July 19t for the annual UUFP Leadership Retreat. The
focus will be to establish goals for next year that will be based on our Vision and Mission statements with an
emphasis on growth. The progress we made on the five goals for our last fiscal year has laid a good foundation
for this year.

1.

2.

Develop a Behavior Covenant - In October the congregation voted to approve the UUFP Covenant
and agree to abide by its guidelines on how members interact with each other and as a community.
Develop a Mission and Vision - The congregation voted to approve the proposed UUFP Mission and
Vision Statements in April.

Improve Stewardship - A Pledge Drive and Talent Show kicked off our successful Stewardship
Campaign and one-on-one canvassing of our members. I greatly appreciate our congregation’s
generous responses to the 2008-2009 stewardship campaign to “Fund Our Vision”. When presented
with multiple budget options at the June annual meeting, the congregation voted for the Bold Growth
budget to help enable us to reach our vision and mission.

Build a healthy congregation - Committee on Shared Ministry was initiated to be responsible for
evaluation of shared ministry. Focus was on developing a process for conflict management and
community building. Peaceful Resolutions, a task force of CoSM, was also initiated and a conflict
resolution policy was created.

This was our first year to use a new Governance Model for the Board and Committees. At this time
Leadership acknowledges the benefits of this model but also recognizes that our congregation is too
small to make all aspects of this model work as designed. The Committee on Shared Ministry (CoSM)
and the Board is in the process of developing a “bridge” governance structure until we are large
enough to support the current structure for the Board and Committees. We have accomplished much
together this year. It is wonderful to be in community with dedicated, gifted people. I would like to
especially thank Rev. Paul Langston-Daley, the Board of Directors and the Committees for their work
this year. We greatly appreciate the support of each and every member as we move forward on this
journey together.

Our members have expressed their hope and faith that the UUFP will grow in the future. Ilook forward to
working with you to make the intentional choices to accomplish this vision, becoming better stewards of our
community and managing wisely our financial, spiritual, emotional and physical resources.

May we grow to sustain the UUFP into the future as a sacred and safe place for our community to practice its
liberal faith.

“Do not worry if you have built your castles in the air. They are where they should be.
Now put the foundations under them.” Henry David Thoreau

M Faith,
Mmy



Religious Education Notes

@ Family Chalice Lighting, with the arrival of summer:

This is a light of love, of happiness, a light that brings people together, a light of
friendship, of compassion, of truth, a light that clears a path in the world of
darkness. A light of hope, of peace, of sorrows that will be made better.
Ours is a light of love.

Curriculum - THANKS!

As we take a summer break, I’d like to thank the people who participated by teaching this year.

They are Stefanie Fulwood, Suzanne Molyneux, Linda Pallay, Jean Flood, Mary Alsayegh, CJ Rhoads,
Carla Johnson and Bob Gross, with support from Don Davis and Courtney Daley.

Last Month's Events in Review
RE Sunday

Our RE-led review of this year’s
curriculum on the Seven Principles
was really special for me, and I hope
for you, too. We have a diverse and
talented group of kids in RE, and the
depth of their knowledge of the
principles and their enthusiasm to
share them was impressive to me as
we prepared for the event. We had a
great time involving you adults, who
turn out to be pretty good students
yourselves!

Father’s Day Pancake Brunch
Our First Annual Father’s Day Pancake Brunch was a success! Fathers gathered around
and were served pancakes, toppings, juice and coffee — the works! Thank you to Stefanie
Fulwood and Courtney Daley for their hard work creating the day and the food, and to
the kids for such great service!




UUFP Calendar
July 2008
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R E Notes cont...

July Events

Look for a notice about which Sunday Bob Jones will speak about science as a source of Truth...

RE Teachers Wanted, Needed, and Funded!

Wow. What a gift of growth to be hiring RE teachers for the fall. Now comes the exciting part -
finding them! If you know of someone who would be good at this position, or someplace that you
think we should be advertising, please let Lynn Medley know as soon as possible. If you would
like to participate in the hiring process, we are creating a task force for that purpose - again, see
Lynn Medley. Come join the excitement!

Summer 2008 reminder

With no formal RE in the summer, the kids have a break from curriculum and more time in ser-
vice. Now that we have hired a fabulous child care person, Lisa Prescott, and equally wonderful
back-up, Victoria Capon, there will be room for 5 or 6 munchkins, but not all of them. Please step
up and sign up to assist with the kids a few times over the course of the summer. There will be
a sign-up on the bulletin board.

See you in service!
Blessings to you and yours - Lynn Medley, RE Chair

VU Musicians Make Debut at Frederick Mennonite Community!

On Sunday, July 20, 2008 at 2PM, UUF of P music makers and friends will provide an afternoon of
entertainment for residents and visitors at the Frederick Mennonite retirement center. The festivi-
ties will be held in their main auditorium. Our choir members will reprise some of their anthems;
Marianne, Nick, Mary A., and Bob]. will provide some solos and duets; Jean Flood will demon-
strate and discuss the lyre, and Paul and Michaela Nemeth will present some clarinet tunes.
Everyone is invited to join in! The socialization is part of the whole program, so please join us
there for friendship and fun. In addition, if you plan to come and have friends who live at the
Community, please call your friends beforehand to be sure they know the time and place. If your
friends are in one of the nursing sections, please also call me so that I can talk with the staff about
having the resident ready and on time.

I have arranged this program with the help of my longtime acquaintance and co-conspirator,
Joanne Kintner, Director of Activities at Frederick Mennonite Community. Please feel free to
contact me with any questions, suggestions, or requests for this musical program.

The Community is located on Route 73, east of Boyertown, and east of Boyertown Junior High
East. If you are traveling eastbound, Frederick is on the left. There is a main door under a

roof. After signing in at the desk, just proceed down the center hallway and look towards the
left. The auditorium is well marked, and people will help you! Please contact me with any ques-
tions by email at ejokiel@ceinetworks.com or by phone at 610-385-6324.

See you there !
Lisa Jokiel
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Aesthetics =
Committee /

Did everyone notice that we
finally, after many false starts,
got our Nostalgia Wall started in the Social
Room? The Aesthetics Committee is very excited
and pleased about this.

Our sign project has been put on hold for the
moment, but we will continue to work on improv-
ing the Aesthetics of the Fellowship and getting
more things hung.

In service,

Stefanie Fulwood
Aesthetics Chair

Our Gardens

Thanks to all of our gardening volunteers for your
help during June. We have had a beautiful Spring
and start of the Summer. Lots of rain and sun-
shine to make everything bloom!

I am asking for help with weeding, especially the
weeds growing on the river rocks. There is no
easy way to do this —it must be done by hand! It
is important to pull them now because they will
start to grow up underneath the siding on the
front of the building. All experienced help will be
appreciated!

Also, thanks to whoever sprayed the border along
the front flower bed. Good job mystery helper!

I am always looking for volunteers. If you are
interested in helping with our gardens please give
me a call or speak to me after the Sunday service.

Dorothea Hamlin
Gardening Chair

Facilities Update

Big shoes to fill: Bob Jones
deserves a collective thank
you for his vision and
tireless efforts for the last
40+ years as Facilities Chair.
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What is coming up:

Foremost this summer is a new oil tank
installation. We plan to replace the existing
oil tanks with a single unit. The goal is to
situate the new tank in an enclosure with a
spill containment dike.

&  Everyone’s input is welcome as we
¢ work through this process.

~ Mowing: Any help mowing
" is welcomed.

vvvvvvv

A signup schedule will be posted in the
hallway leading to the community room if
you have a few free hours now and then in
the coming months. Please see me about
using the mower if you are not familiar with
its operation.

Lastly, thanks to Nick Pine, Rich & Courtney
Daley for their efforts in replacing the sanc-
tuary window.

Jon Price
Facilities Chair

Support the Fellowship

while you shop!

See Albert Jenkin if you would like buy a
gift card. It's an easy way to contribute to
the financial well-being of the fellowship.

Giant gift cards are for sale after
the service each Sunday. When
you buy your groceries with the
gift card, 5% of your total pur-
chase benefits the UUFP.

July 2008




Who’s Who at the UUFP

Minister: Rev Paul Langston-Daley
Board of Directors:

President: Mary Alsayegh

Past President: Carla Johnson
Board Secretary: Linda Pallay
Finance Secretary: Paul Nemeth
Board Member: Lynn Medley
Board Member: Susan Snow

Board Committees:

Committee on Shared Ministry: Carla Johnson
Peaceful Resolutions: CJ Rhoads

Congregational Committees:

Committee Council Chairs:

Rev Paul Langston-Daley, Mary Alsayegh

Stewardship:
Chair: Paul Nemeth
Bookkeeper: Courtney Daley

UUAction:
Chair: Carla Johnson
Worship:
Chair: Stefanie Fulwood
Sunday Service: Stefanie Fulwood
Choir: Marianne Yarnall

Member Services:
Membership: Jenn Mossholder
Greeters: Judith Van Beek
Sunday Coffee Teams: Judith Van Beek
Newsletter: Kay Price
Website Updates: Bob Gross

Facilities:
Chair: Jon Price
Building and Grounds: Bob Jones
Aesthetics: Stefanie Fulwood
Gardens: Dorothea Hamlin

Religious Education:
Chair: Lynn Medley

Important email contacts:

Minister@uupottstown.org— Rev Paul Langston-Daley

President@uupottstown.org — Mary Alsayegh
PastPresident@uupottstown.org — Carla Johnson
BoardSecretary@uupottstown.org — Linda Pallay
Board@uupottstown.org - Board members
Committees@uupottstown.org— Committee Council
Office@uupottstown.org — Albert Jenkin
Mailings@UUPottstown.org-Judith Van Beek
Newsletter@uupottstown.org — Kay Price

UUAction@uupottstown.org - Carla Johnson
Programs@uupottstown.org — Stefanie Fulwood
MemberServices@uupottstown.org— Jenn Mossholder
Facilities@uupottstown.org — Kay Price
Rentals@uupottstown.org —Stefanie Fulwood
Finance@uupottstown.org - Paul Nemeth
Stewardship@uupottstown.org - Paul Nemeth
PeacefulResolutions@uupottstown.org— CJ Rhoads
Sharedministry@uupottstown.org: Carla Johnson
Webmaster@uupottstown.org — Bob Gross

Change of email, phone or street address?

Email your new contact information to

mailings@uupottstown.org or hand over new info in person to Judith Van Beek.

Sojourner Policy/Deadlines
The Sojourner is the voice of the Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship of Pottstown. Notices pertaining to the

Fellowship, its activities and members, and denominational news may be submitted to the Fellowship in writing

or by email. The submission deadline is the 15th of each month. Please note the email address for the

Sojourner: newsletter@uupottstown.org




UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
FELLOWSHIP OF
POTTSTOWN

1565 South Keim Street
Pottstown, PA 19465

Phone: 610-327-2662
Email:
office@uupottstown.org

Website:

Pottstown Cluster food pantry collection during service
every third Sunday of the month.





