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Sunday, April 19, 2009

Earth Day 2009
The Green Generation

Sunday, April 5, 2009

The Sweet Edge of Power and Authority

Rev David Farringt i i
ev David Farrington Rev David Farrington

As we enter the Christian season of Holy Week
let us examine the relationship between power
and authority, between Caesar and Jesus.

Join us as we celebrate the 39th annual Earth
day celebration.

Third Sunday potluck will follow the service.

There will be a presentation of the Ware lecture
Sunday, April 12, 2009 from the 2008 UUA general assembly at 12:00

Easter at the Asylum noon today. The speaker, Van Jones, is a forceful
advocate for positive change in our country. Jones
stressed the importance of working toward a green
As Easter is the season of rebirth, this sermon economy and creating a culture that will take

I recalls the moment, while working as a chaplain | America forward.

Rev David Farrington

in a mental hospital, when | became - “reborn”

if you will — as a minister.
Sunday, April 26, 2009

The Shack

Lay Leader: Rich Daley

‘,“a.::.',": B &7 Unbridled heresy or true inspiration? | will

R ..,-.,-.-‘3.’,&‘ .,.’ present my take on William P. Young's
*ennss™0e, ts%eages® controversial novel "The Shack.” In the novel,

i Young explores an interesting interpretation of

on":...':-o‘ the Christian Holy Trinity and their

R importance in one man's life as he tries to

—_— break free of the shack he has built out of his

own pain.
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From the Minister’s Desk

Unless | see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in
the Mark of the nails, and place my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
John 20:25

The Disciple Thomas became known as “Doubting Thomas” because of his demand for physical
evidence - proof — of Jesus’ resurrection. Thomas was, of course, “unitarian’ because the trinity
(and “trinitarian”) would not be invented for another three hundred years; no one in the first
century questioned that God existed as a unity. But perhaps Thomas was also one of us - a Unitar-
ian - questioning, demanding proof, taking nothing at face value.

I was reminded of Thomas recently when a parishioner inquired about my planned Easter ser-
mon. The query was followed with an interesting observation: “Unitarian ministers seem to have
a problem with Easter...” It is difficult and for several reasons. The diversity of theology among
parishioners, for example. Even if we are theists, preaching the story of Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion strains credulity. Preaching the “Passion of Christ” as a metaphor for the promise of new life
leads to such issues as how we understand death. Is it final? Is there life after death? Or, are we
reincarnated until we finally “get it right?”

For many, Easter is the Christian equivalent of pagan festivals celebrating the return of the high
sun, long days and the season of rebirth. It is easier to talk about the crocus and daffodil — the
return of Life from Death — than the Savior. But how do we to reconcile such a diversion with our
claim of being “inheritors of the Judeo-Christian tradition?”

So, what do Unitarian Universalists — ministers and members — believe about Easter? And, how do
we celebrate it? For many the best way is to stay home, fill the starter trays with potting soil and
sewing seeds -- beginning the renewal of life right there on their window sills. If they “take,”
well... close the church, nourish the new life and resume theology and philosophy in the fall.

We are a diverse group we Unitarian Universalists! | look forward to a service that celebrates the
joy of new life, however we choose to celebrate it. And regardless of what you believe or how you
celebrate it, | am confident we all look forward to green grass, budding leaves and the final disap-
pearance of snow.

Happy Easter!

Blessings,

Zhve

Rev. David W. Farrington
Consulting Minister, UUFP
610-850-3728
dfarrington@uuma.org




President’s Message

We are living in challenging times in this country with each week bringing news of more layoffs and
downsizing in corporate America. The company for which | work eliminated 335 jobs last month,
and I’'m grateful that I still have employment. As a caring community, we are concerned about the
human costs of such economic turmoil. Let’s be sure to keep all those affected in mind and be
helpful wherever possible to those in need. No doubt some in our community are affected by these
forces.

The UUFP continues to need our support as well. Meeting the budget requirements this year and
next will be challenging. By the time you read this, hopefully most of you will have already com-
pleted your 2008-2009 annual pledge of financial support. | am thankful that many have stepped up
with increased commitments to support the UUFP in this difficult time. Your contributions are the
lifeblood of this organization. Members and friends who have not completed your pledge, please
consider doing so as your pledge is important not only for support of ongoing operations, but is
helpful to the Board in the budget process. The Stewardship Committee and the Board will be
working carefully to recommend an operating budget for next year that takes into account the fiscal
challenges facing our members and community.

You, the congregation, are the life-blood of UUFP, both in the monetary contributions you give and
in the volunteer time you commit to the fellowship. The reality is that we need generous contribu-
tions from you in order to operate our building, fund our committees and outreach, pay our full
share dues to the Joseph Priestly District and UUA, and pay our minister and future part-time office
assistant.

April brings spring and hope and the annual service auction! We look forward to your donations
and to your bids! The donated dinners and other events bring us together throughout the year. |
personally have really enjoyed participating in these events, as they have become an annual tradi-
tion for many of us. Itis a great opportunity to meet new members and friends and to enjoy the fun
and camaraderie. So on the evening of April 18th, please donate of your time, services and funds in
this major fundraiser of the year.

It is my hope that members and friends will attend the Unitarian Universalist Joseph Priestley
District’s annual conference which is being held in Wilmington, DE. The UUA Presidential Candi-
dates will be at a Forum on Friday, April 24 at 7:30 pm. On Saturday, April 25, the winning Anti
Racism Sermon will be preached at the Worship Service at 8 am. There are a lot of great workshops
to choose from as well as a chance to share ideas and worship with others from throughout the
Joseph Priestley District.

A Nomination Committee has been formed and will be working to fill the vacant positions on the
2009-2010 governing board: President for a two year term, President-Elect for a three year term, and
Secretary and At-large Board Member for two year terms. A congregation vote on the Board posi-
tions will take place at the June congregational meeting. If the Nomination Committee approaches
you to fill a position on the Board, please consider sharing your talents to help build our commu-
nity.

Let’s work together to build a strong, united community that will allow us to carry forward our UU
principles. Together we can make a difference.

D Pacith,
%‘uf, UUFP Board President



Religious Education Notes
@ Family Chalice Lighting:
T Gomeintothe drde of love and friendship.

Gomeinto the community of justice & goodness.
Gome and you shall know peace and joy.

Curriculum

Our 2008-9 curriculum is called Moral Tales, from the Unitarian Universalist
Association. You can see it at: www.uua.org/religiouseducation/curricula/tapestryfaith/moraltales.
Each month we will introduce 1-2 new moral concepts consistent with the UU 7 principles
(below in aqua).

This month our topics are:

April 5™ Courage: The Courage Workout

April 12™: Easter: Intergenerational Service - EASTER E66 HUNT! (really this timel)
April 19™: Perserverence: Faithfulness to What We Believe

April 26™: Earth Day: Intergenerational Service with Kid Participation!

Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held immediately following service
on April 12™ in the garden by the playground. Individually wrapped
candy and egg-sized toy donations on April 5™ would be appreciated!

Our will be on April 26™ this year. Part of
the service is likely to be outside, so dress for walking in the grass!

Nursery Position Entreaty

The nursery position is a critical part of our ability to maintain the attendance of
families to our fellowship. We have relied on the volunteerism of our small
congregation (primarily Stefanie Fulwood and CJ Rhoads, but also Carla Johnson and
Courtney Daley - thank youl!) to fill the position for several months now, but this is
becoming increasingly challenging. We've recently increased the compensation for the
position to make it more attractive to a potential nursery staff person. If you know
anyone you think might enjoy these bright, creative, joyful kids a few hours on Sunday
mornings, please have them call Lynn Medley at 215.527.5903. If you know of someone
I should contact, or will post fliers near your home or work, you can call me, or see me at
church. Please help!

Lynn Medley, RE Chair




GETTING TO KNOW *“UU”

Our Featured Member of the Month
by Deni Gross,

Reverend David W. Farrington, or “Reverend Dave,” as he’s
affectionately known by members of the Fellowship, came to us in
November, 2008 after a long and distinguished career in both
ministry and the private sector. As a leader in the Massachusetts prison reform move-
ment, director of several pre-release centers for felons and teacher of penology at
Boston University, Dave worked in corrections until 1982 when he decided to become
a business consultant in private industry.

Having completed his Master’s of Divinity at Andover-Newton Theological School in
1999, Dave worked as a chaplain in various hospitals, retirement homes and mental
health facilities. Additionally, he served churches in the states of Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts and Texas, prior to accepting a full-time position as minister at the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Pottstown.

According to Dave, the thing he finds most rewarding about ministry is the chance to
be of service to others, particularly those in crisis. In just a few short months, he has
already become actively involved in all facets of life at the Fellowship, both adminis-
trative and pastoral. His Sunday sermons, filled with real-life experiences from his
fascinating life, have a depth and quality that seem to resonate with every individual
in attendance.

Reverend Dave’s vision for the Fellowship includes its playing a leading and visionary
role as “a force for justice in the larger community.” He has already begun to work
with the Social Justice Committee on its micro-finance project and hopes to greatly
expand the Fellowship’s influence not only in Pottstown, but within the larger Unitar-
ian Universalist movement as a whole.

A family man, Dave raised his daughter Carolyn and still considers an ideal day as
one spent with family — story-telling and “feasting,” preferably on quality ethnic
foods! A supporter of the New England Patriots and avid Red Sox fan, Reverend
Dave’s hobbies include amateur radio, radio control modeling, genealogy, enjoying
his cats, and reading the collected works of his favorite poet, Robert Frost.

His office door is always open, and he looks forward to getting to know “UU,” too!




. Would you like to learn Reiki?

? Here’s your chance!
AV

< When: Aprlil 18,2009, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and
- April 19, 2009, 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Where: Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Pottstown
1565 S. Keim St., Pottstown, PA 19465

Investment: $120 Note: A 20% discount will be honored
for UUFP members!

In this Traditional Japanese Reiki Level | (Shoden) course you will learn
and experience:

e Working on yourself and others for the purpose of healing
e Developing spiritual and mental connections using the 5 Reiki
Precepts

e Receiving 4 Attunements
e Practical techniques and meditations
e And much more!

A workbook will be provided. Students will receive a Reiki Level |
certificate upon successful completion of the course.

The class will be taught by Lori Wilson, certified Reiki Master Teacher.
Lori has practiced Reiki since 2001, is owner of Paws 4 Health, and offers
Reiki to pets and people as well as Reiki classes.

Class size is small so that students can receive personal attention and
have plenty of time for practice.

Pre-registration is required because certificates need to be prepared in
advance.

Registration deadline: April 3, 2009

To register or learn about future classes in your
area, contact Lori at:
610-926-1940 or paws4health@gmail.com



UUFP Annual Fun Stuff and Service Auction

Date: Saturday April 18, 2009
Time: Doorsopen at 6:30 p.m. and the Noisy Auction beginsat 7:00 p.m.
Auctioneer: Dave Donahue

The lowdown on how it works:

++ For adonation of $5.00, you get entry to both the Silent and Noisy Auctionsand an
assigned bidding number, the auction catalog, and all of the snacks and non-alcoholic
drinks you want. If you want something stronger, you are invited to BY OB.

+«»» Catalogs will be available at the Sunday service on Sunday, April 12 so that you can
peruse them at your leisure and plan your bidding strategy.

+¢ Ingtructions on how to bid on items for more than one person will be included in the
catalog and will be explained before the start of the Noisy Auction.

«»» We're also going to have a 50/50 Raffle and raffle off some exciting gift certificates.

Here' swhat you can do to help make this a successful event:

%+ Make donations of items and servicesto be auctioned off.

For the noisy portion of the auction, we are looking for fun, interesting events, items
and services. Dinners, picnics, indoor and outdoor sporting and entertainment events,
weekend getaways, vacations, and lessons of all sorts have been popular in the past,
as have handcrafted items and larger plants. Services such as massages, yard work,
housecleaning and babysitting have been popular too. If something interests you, it
will probably interest someone else too!!!

For the silent portion of the auction, small plants, and handicrafts are always
welcome, as are books and other amilar items. We will have a"bookstable" with
hardcover books for $1 and paperbacks for $.50. We're also going to have a Cash 'n'
Carry areafor jams and jellies and small baked goods. If you're a baker, you might
want to bring in something here.

New thisyear!!!!

« Well have aChildren's Silent Auction on April 12. Small items are welcome that
the children can bid on. Items should start a no more than twenty five cents with
five-cent increases in the bid amount.

Thisisthe magjor fundraiser at the UUFP and is a highly anticipated social event for
many, so after donating items, the number one thing you can do to make this a success:*

COME AND JOIN THE FUN ON APRIL 18!

*Small disclaimer type at the bottom of the page: Donation dips are on the back of this pageand can beturned in to Mary Ryan or put
in the basket inthe lobby. They will be accepted until Sunday, April 12. Please contact Mary or Paul Nemeth with any questions.




Really Fun Fundraiser
Silent and Noisy Auction April 18, 2009
DONATION FORM

Doors open a 6:30 p.m. for checking out the Silent Auction items
Noisy bidding with our own David Donohue presiding as auctioneer starts at 7:00 p.m.

This event can only be successful with your donations and participation!
We welcome your creativity — artwork, food creations, services, crafts and dinners —
whatever you can think of and we want to see your smiling face on the 18111

Thisisour main fundraiser of the year. Set redistic prices, but don't shortchange the
value of your item. Additional forms are available in the lobby.

NAME: PHONE:

Auction Donations

Silent or Retail | Opening

N e e Noisy? Value Bid

Please return thisdonation form to Mary Ryan
or put in the Auction box in the lobby
Be Creative and Have Fun
DEADLINE FOR DONATIONS: SUNDAY APRIL 5"




Unitarian Universalist Mid-Atlantic Community (UUMACQC)

This magical place seems to appear out of nothing for a week each summer. The Unitarian
Universalist Mid-Atlantic Community (UUMAC) is surely one of the most intentionally happy,
thoughtful and open places. We are many things—a spiritual retreat, a family summer camp,
an institute for learning and exploration, a weeklong party and reunion of kindred souls. We
play games and instruments, sing, listen, discuss, learn, worship, visit, laugh, work, eat, (and
sometimes sleep), shop for books in the UUMAC bookstore, dance and nosh at Night Owls, and
paint faces and toenails at the Carnival. One recent teen described his new college as “UUMAC
with homework”—nhigh praise for both his college and for UUMAC. Come as you are; all are
welcome.

For the week of UUMAC, we live on the campus of DeSales University, in Center Valley,
Pennsylvania, near Allentown. The University has air-conditioned dorms, classrooms and some
of the best cafeteria food you can imagine. No joke, we work with the staff on the food and it is
wonderful! DeSales has a commitment to serving people with different abilities, and
consequently, appropriate space is available with prior notice.

Programming at UUMAC is a balance of activity according to age grouping and across age
barriers. Children, teens and adults each have programming geared to their interests. As well,
ages mingle for off-campus trips, evening activities and those impromptu moments that WILL
keep on happening!

Like the fabled Scottish town of Brigadoon, UUMAC appears once a year, to the delight of
all its participants, and then disappears, except in memory, until the next year. Join us this July
19-25.

For our 2009 Theme Speaker--Jim Scott UU Activist/UU Artist

Over the past 24 years Jim Scott visited approximately 500 UU Churches
across the US, Canada and the United Kingdom, leading services,
providing special music for services, presenting benefit concerts, and
offering workshops. His new CD, Gather the Spirit features many of his
songs included in the UU Hymnbook and the new Singing the Journey
songbook. Gather the Spirit has become one of the most used hymns
across the denomination and Jim's music is sung from church choirs to
campfires.

Formerly the Co-Chair of the UU Ministry for the Earth, Jim helped
create the "Green Sanctuary" program. He was awarded a grant from the Fund for Unitarian
Universalism to create The Earth and Spirit Songbook, a collection of over 100 songs of earth
and peace by many contemporary composers, providing worship and RE materials that
celebrate these ideals. A past board member of the UU Musicians' Network as well, Jim has
long been at the forefront of the movement for new music in the denomination.

Years of activism reflect in Jim's work. His songs, poetry and short stories address issues of
ecology, justice and peace with insight and gentle wit. As a member of the Paul Winter Consort,
Jim was co-creator of the monumental choral work Missa Gaia/ZEarth Mass. His list of
published choral works continues to grow and his musical creativity includes soundtracks for
PBS, a stage musical, and many recordings of songs.

Jim's musical-activist journeys include concert collaborations with renowned Jazz, Classical,
and Folk artists as well as numerous concerts with choirs. He regularly performs his engaging
sonas for children in schools and interaenerational concerts.




Eyes Wide Open Across Pennsylvania
Is coming to Collegeville

The impact of the Irag War on Pennsylvania is the focus of the
exhibit Eyes Wide Open Across Pennsylvania. This exhibit features
over 170 pairs of combat boots memorializing the U.S. soldiers from
Pennsylvania who have died in the Irag War. In addition, an Iraqi
exhibit of 50 shoes and posters raises awareness of the huge number
of Iraqi civilian casualties.

The exhibit will open at Thomas Paine UU Fellowship noon, Saturday, April 18th, with an open-
ing speaker and will close for the day at 9:00 PM. A candlelight vigil will be held at 7:00 PM. The
exhibition will be available noon to 4 PM Sunday, April 19th,

Local peacemakers affiliated with Thomas Paine UU Fellowship are sponsoring the exhibit. Since
the spring of 2006 Eyes Wide Open Across PA has been traveling around the state in urban areas
and small towns, bringing awareness of the human cost of this war.

AFSC (American Friends Service Committee), an international social justice organization, origi-
nally created Eyes Wide open: The Human Cost of War to illustrate the lives lost in the war in
Irag. The national Eyes Wide Open exhibit, which first opened in Chicago with 500 pairs of boots
in January 2004, Making the exhibit too large to transport. AFSC is now concentration on estab-
lishing state exhibits. The national death toll is now over 4,200 U.S. military casualties.

Eyes Wide open Across PA is free and open to the public, although donations will be accepted.
Further details of the exhibit can be found at www.afsc.org/pittsburgh.

Location:

Thomas Paine UU Fellowship
3424 Ridge Pike

Collegeville, PA
610-631-0280
office@tpuuf.org

Dates and times of the exhibit:

Saturday, April 18: 12 noon to 9:00 PM
Sunday, April 19t 12 noon to 4:00 PM




Movie Night

Join us for Movie Night April 11,
2009 - doors open at 6:30, the
movie begins at 7:00 PM.
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This month’s feature presentation is
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This movie is rated PG-13 for brief language
and a momentary drug reference.

, ; ., it
Plecwse jocse tie Werrier's Ghops s smontll or Jd,mé;, psc 2@ o as cwe bosio wlioict Sics, lor /ﬁm},/
P p

This is an evening for all ages.
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A Rated G movie will be played simultane-
ously for the younger audience members.

Spring Cleanup
Sunday, April 26

Please wear your jeans and old sweatshirts to help with a “Sprucing-up” of the fellowship. We
have some small, medium and large projects to work on. Top on the list is having
fun and working together.

«  Kid friendly projects with adult supervision:
Planting around the fellowship
Helping to clean out the teen gathering room so it can be used for teen
gathering

+  Grown-up projects needing kid supervision
Spreading mulch in the playground
Coating the fence and ramp with a wood preservative

+  Other projects
: Putting a clear coat finish on the front door
Repairing a few floor tiles in the hallways
Resetting the pavers to eliminate hills under the covered walkway
3 Painting the hallways

- Food and drink will be provided



Who’s Who at the UUFP UUAction:

Chair: Carla Johnson
Minister: Rev. David Farrington Wor ship:
Chair: Stefanie Fulwood

Sunday Service: Stefanie Fulwood
Choir: Marianne Y arnall

Board of Directors:

President: Mary Alsayegh

Past President: Carla Johnson
Board Secretary: Linda Pallay
Finance Secretary: Paul Nemeth
Board Member: Lynn Medley

Member Services:
Chair: Courtney Daley
Caring: Deni Gross, Gladys Smith

Board Member: Tara Boroson Greeters Judith Van Beek
_ _ Sunday Coffee Teams: Judith Van Beek

Board Committees: Newsletter: Kay Price
Committee on Shared Ministry: Carla Johnson Website Updates: Bob Gross
Congregational Committees: Facilities:
Committee Council: Chair: Jon Price

Chair: Lynn Medley
Stewardship: Religi09§ Education:

Chair: Paul Nemeth Chair: Lynn Medley

Bookkeeper: Courtney Daley

I mportant email contacts:

Minister @uupottstown.org: Rev. David Farrington ~ Newsletter@uupottstown.org: Kay Price
UUAction@uupottstown.org: Carla Johnson

Programs@uupottstown.org: Stefanie Fulwood
Member Services@uupottstown.org: Courtney Daley
Facilities@uupottstown.org : Jon Price

President@uupottstown.org: Mary Alsayegh
PastPresident @uupottstown.org: Carla Johnson
BoardSecretary@uupottstown.org: Linda Pallay
Board@uupottstown.org: Board members

Committees@uupottstown.org: Committee Council F nance@l-Jupottstown.org: Paul Nemeth
Office@uupottstown.org: Office staff Stewardship@uupottsiown.org: Paul Nemeth

Mailings@UU Pottstown.org: Judith Van Beek Sharedministry@uupottstown.org: Carla Johnson
Webmaster @uupottstown.org: Bob Gross

|
Change of email, phone or street address? Email your new contact information to
mailings@uupottstown.org or hand over new info in person to Judith Van Beek.

Sojourner Policy/Deadlines
The Sojourner is the voice of the Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship of Pottstown. Notices pertaining to the
Fellowship, its activities and members, and denominational news may be submitted to the Fellowship in writing
or by email. The submission deadlineis the 15th of each month. Please note the email addressfor the
Sojourner: newsletter @uupottstown.org




UUFP Calendar
April 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Yoga: 7:00
M;\a/lml?e;.sgl(l)p Women'’s
& 7 Group: 7:00
Sun Service
Comm: 7:00
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Choir: 8:30 Build your Movie nght
own Theology Yoga: 7:00 .
Service: 10:00 Class: 7:00 Whalerider
7:00 PM
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Choir: 8:30 Board of Build your Yoga: 7:00 Reiki Class:
Director’'s | own Theology 8:00 AM
Book Discuss: | mtg: 6:45 | Class: 7:00 Comm on
Peace in every Shared Min: UUEP Service
step: 12:00 7:00 Auction: 6:30
19 Choir: 8:30 | 20 21 22 23 24 25
e Build your Earth Da
Potluck: 11:30 own Theology Y Yoga: 7:00
Ware Lecture Class: 7:00 3 A
video: 12:00 é\)\?” UU Action
Reiki Class: e Comm: 7:30
2:00
26 27 28 29 30
Choir: 8:30 Build your
own Theology Yoga: 7:00
UUFP Clean- Class: 7:00

up: 11:30




UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
FELLOWSHIP OF
POTTSTOWN

1565 South Keim Street
Pottstown, PA 19465

Phone: 610-327-2662
Email:
office@uupottstown.org

Website:

WWW.UUPOttStown.org

Pottstown Cluster food pantry collection during service
every third Sunday of the month.



